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Comenius Bilateral Partnership - DIFFERENCES ARE RESOURCES 

 Escola Profissional Fialho de Almeida is located in Vidigueira, a small 

rural village in the South of Portugal, in a region called Alentejo. This region is 

considered economically and socially disadvantaged as it has a high rate of 

unemployment and school leaving and some of the population is ageing or 

migrating to more attractive places. But besides all the needs felt by the 

population, there are many attractions that make Vidigueira a wonderful place to 

live in. Alentejo is a great place to live in Portugal because of the quiet 

unpolluted and safe atmosphere, people are simple but very welcoming and 

friendly, the gastronomy is wonderful, there are great traditional and regional 

products such as olive oil, orange from Vidigueira, baked bread, handicrafts, 

honey, smoked sausages, cheeses and wines. It is possible to enjoy the silence 

and fresh air, be closer to nature and get to know traditional customs and 

genuine rural activities.  

 EPFA has been very successful in attracting new students every year 

and preventing them from leaving school. We have also succeeded in 

welcoming and integrating foreign students and emigrants' children that live 

alone in Vidigueira. Our School tries to provide the students the necessary 

technological and scientific skills to help them face the demands of the working 

market and prepare them to adapt to a changing country in a closer Europe. 

Our School has focused on developing technological and vocational courses 

that can satisfy the needs of the Alentejo, providing skilled workers that will 

hopefully help the growth and development of the region. Our students attend 

different vocational courses: Multimedia, Graphic Arts, Social/Cultural 



Entertainment, Communication, Marketing, Public Relations and Advertisement, 

Rural and Environmental Tourism,  Social/Psychological care, among others.  

 During the years 2010 and 2012 EPFA is going to work on a Comenius 

Bilateral Project with an Italian school, called Istituto Professionale di Stato per I 

Servizi Alberghieri e della Ristorazione G. Cipriani, located in Adria, a small 

town in the Venetian region. IPSSAR ‘G.Cipriani’ is a vocational school with 

about 870 students training for catering and tourism, the majority of them follow 

the courses of the catering section. All students from both the catering and 

tourism sectors experience work placement in Italy in the last two years and in 

European countries after their final exam at the end of the 5th year. In the 4th 

and 5th years they also benefit with regional extra courses on professional 

subjects. The school obtained the  quality label in 2006 from the Italian Ministry 

of Education. Many European actions have been undertaken in all sectors ( a 

class won the first prize in a governmental project on energy saving). 

 We decided to work together on a Comenius Bilateral Project, whose 

theme is "Differences are Resources", because both schools have foreign 

students studying different vocational subjects that have to face integration 

problems when they start attending our schools. Our goal is to gather all the 

differences among teachers and students and use them as resources to make 

all the participants more open-minded and culturally enriched. We intend to 

discuss and analyze the impact of the foreign students' presence within the 

school and the community and the impact of attending a new school and living 

in a foreign country in their lives. We plan to disclose the feelings, behaviors 

and opinions related to this integration process. Students from different 

vocational areas will be involved in the project and they will cooperate in 

assessments coordinating their own actions, participating in meetings, 

preparing/organizing promotional literature to inform the community of all 

actions carried out and progress made. Since the beginning of the project all the 

participants have been involved in several activities, which are available on our 

school website. The main goals of these activities have been to bring 

awareness among all the participants in what concerns the problems faced by 

both sides in the integration process and at the same time to build up cultural 

and social bridges to overcome difficulties through a better knowledge of 

different habits working together on 'sharing experience activities'. We hope that 



through a better knowledge of their partners as well as their families the 

students will learn to accept and respect the things that make them different and 

this will promote a better understanding and agreement among the participants. 

 

 


